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This paper reports on an ap @ece'v d e Minister of Agriculture
from a charitable trust, the Ani el
to deli

itute of New Zealand (Inc)
(AWINZ), for declaratj organisation” under s.121(1) of
the Animal Welfare A

al welfare enforcement services,
and associated ]cgaﬂ@vit implications for the Crown.
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A an “‘approved organisation” would enable the applicant
Aiim nforcement services in conjunction with local

e iffes” Int INZ proposes to enter into a memorandum of
: ndin'% e Waitakere City Council, a territorial authority (TA),

by suitable animal control officers of the Council would become animal
%s\ge?b

rs. These inspectors would continue to be employed by the

Couficit-h ould be accountable to AWINZ for any decisions they make and
the actionsthey take. The long-term objective of AWINZ is to seek contracts
her

TAs similar to that proposed with Waitakere City Council.

A person at the receiving end of enforcement action by an inspector might
successfully defend a prosecution, and could possibly make a claim against the
Crown for compensation (paragraph 24 also refers).



Legislative The Minister proposes that the question of whether TAs should be able to rate

Implications

for, and fund, animal welfare services be dealt with in legislation arising from
the current review of the Local Government Act 1974. This ]eglslatlon 1

expected to be introduced until 2002.
Timing Issues Nil. @

Announcement Final approval of AWINZ and the condition roval e notlﬁcd in
the Gazette in due course.
Final approval of AWINZ will be ac d ropriate press
statement.
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note that the Mjni as received an application from the Animal Welfare

Institute of d (Inc) INZ) for declaration to be an “approved organisation” under

section 121 lfare Act 1999 to deliver animal welfare enforcement services;

note hcatxon would have the effect of territorial authorities (TAs)
amsatlon directly, or indirectly, by allowing TA staff and resources to
de@ aI welfare services;

the Minister of Agriculture accepts the advice offered by KPMG Legal, i.e. that the
g of animal welfare enforcement services is not u/tra vires the powers of TAs;

note that the second of two proposed bills to implement the outcome of the current review of the
Local Government Act is likely to clarify the legislative position with respect to TAs being able
to rate for, and fund, animal welfare services, although this legislation is not expected until 2002;

note that it is the view of the Minister of Agriculture that the advantages to animal welfare
arising from approving the application outweigh the possible legal risks referred to in paragraph

(c) above;



note that the Minister of Agriculture proposes to approve—in principle—the application from
AWINZ, pending completion of conditions relating to AWINZ establishing performance and

technical standards for inspectors. 3
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