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Date: 19 June 200() »/;~~ r(}\
Sub!"c!' Meeting with Mini ster and Neil wel~~~J?~~~

~:~~~~~;]~- (A~:[N-Z) ; Anthon::lggin~~~'~::dTom ::O'kh------- -
(Waitakere City Council), ::--v j ~~

'~/(I ! "'""

Mark Neeson, Lin da 1'eol1 and~)~ay~4§<>

Hon Pete Hodgson. W'(??~
'I' . ~\ ~~>ollie ~ / i r---_>, '<, .
The meetin g was ar~~(rt{-Yf ruJll,,~:..We lls to respond to the Minister ' s letter of 12 Ju ne to
him in which th~1int's0~tate(hllh(~-own Law advice was that the AWINZ proposal. as
drafted , WOUJ d~.l\f,t~:(U'il~he. Lo'cftl Government Act.

';h',~*~::;~oo" government officers involved '0 animal welfare ,

~
'" V / /-;::J"~y

• 4l;l~"icI~~~o ,h)we this view discussed by his Caucus and the All iance because there is
t~n_a~:;"~ illc'y on the topic ;

• if ad,~\hJ.: policy would require a change to the law.

Neil~)(X~Ul1en tcd :
• (~'Mt«i slCr ' s letter was "heartening" it pointed to a way forward ;
• \\·~Jdse rved his position on whether he might seck a ju dicial review or declaratory

jiTci'gement if the AWINZ application was not successful;
• he noted the risks inherent in relying solely on the SPCA for enforcement services ;
e he noted that, in his view , the SPCA was engaging inspectors contrary 10 the Crown Law

opinion and that this raised the issue of whether there was a level playing field;
• he wondered whether section 37T of the LGA could provide a way forward:
• Ire complained about shifting advice from MAF over the past 5 years.



In a genera l di scussion which followed , the two ministers questioned whether MAr had full y
explained to the select committee all the ramifications of TA s not bein g invol ved in ani mal
welfare se rvice deli very, It appears they had the imp ression that T As might be able lo j i""l
such work even if they could not do the actual deli very. Had this s ituation applied, it might
have "saved" A WTNZ. MAl' note d, in response, that the financial arrangements o f AWINZ
were always a critical factor particularl y if the arrangement involved TAs. <::?:
The outcome of the meeting wa s: ,/;",) ,r-':'l~\
I, M Al' to prepare a "pros/cons" pape r for the M inister to take to C~~~<'m;{he r(, k ';,t;l'As

in delivering ani mal welfare services; ( V /'-.,,>' / ~"d
2. Nei l Wells to be offered the opport unity to comment on t h e~ll~lpeJ' ; \ 'V,/ ,)
3. Neil Well s to submit a revised appli cation which would sM;'1llJY1inj~,wi l. ll\}As (the

Minister noted that AWINZ might not pro ve to be sufficiently i1rtmle~~'rQbllS I without
backi ng from Waitakere City Connci l; 1'(:)'~-'" -:...~:::::;-j

4. Both Wa itake re City Cou nci l and MAl' to consi~e;>~s'tcti~f3'1\~f the LGA would
help resolve the problem; and \.~(/> \'-.....'\......'0

5. After completion of the above steps. c0l1 sid9',,\\,:~Ij~vio ,4)~lative change and to
identify an appropria te vehicle. ~ ~~
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